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Watercourse maintenance Update
The last 12 months have been a difficult period for many of us but thankfully the Board’s operations have continued as
normal despite Covid – 19. The Board’s operatives were suspended from carrying out some activities during the first
lockdown for a short period but the annual mowing and weed cutting operations which we carry out were completed in
the usual manner to alleviate flooding in the Board’s district.
All Administration staff continue to work from home and site visits are made if essential.
The Board’s Dredging program always commences in January and continues through to the beginning of June. This period
also allows the Board to recondition drainage channels in the north and west of the Board’s district. Many of these
watercourses were not regularly maintained before the amalgamation of a number of Boards took place in 2001 so during
the last 20 years, we have taken steps to carry out tree cutting to gain access, bank reprofiling, desilting and also making
provisions for machinery access between different landholdings. This allows the future routine maintenance to be
undertaken with ease and maximum productivity.
The photos below show the typical condition of the watercourses before any work commences, during work and
completion.

Debt Recovery
It is in the interests of all our ratepayers that the Board takes all necessary steps to collect the income it requires to carry out
vital drainage works in the Lower Severn area. Please contact the office if you need help in making payments to the Board as
we are always willing to assist you. However, where legitimate demands for payment are persistently ignored, the Board will
invariably take legal action to recover the debt.
This year the Board was successful in securing four Liability Orders for unpaid rates and will continue to follow the Board’s debt
recovery process to secure outstanding payments.

Expenditure

Income &
Expenditure
2021/22
Income

Expenditure
Salaries – Direct
Salaries - Admin
Environmental Agency Levy
Maintenance and Minor
Improvement Works
Capital Reserve
Depreciation on Assets
Other Expenditure (including
Admin, Communication, Legal and
Accountancy Fees)
Total

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

1
2
3
4

Income
Levies Charged to Local Authorities
Agricultural Rates
Environmental Agency Grant
Other Income (Including use of
reserves)
Total

Contact Us.
Lower Severn IDB,
Waterside Buildings,
Oldbury Naite,
South Glos
BS35 1RF
Tel: 01454 413340
Email: admin@lowersevernidb.org.uk

£
1,357,001
125,607
70,686
115,240
1,768,534

£
656,511
109,311
218,171
289,544
250,000
211,407
66,406

1,801,350

•

Direct Costs & Overheads
Direct Costs = 89.9%
Overheads = 10.1%

•

Capital Reserves
The LSIDB has a statutory obligation to ensure
that all pumps and pumping stations are
compliant with the 2009 Eel Regulations. In order
to keep this obligation, the LSIDB will need to
spend in excess of £3.7 million by 2029.

